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Regarding grace....
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To Leadership (2]5]A]0i|A),

There is a reason why there is a major gap of young adults in the (Universal) Church.
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It's that young adults are too tired and exhausted from everyday living. Not just work, not just
home, but all the things we need to deal with -- our health, our looks, what we wear, what we
eat, our careers, our progression in life -- then add to all the temptations we have (to which we
sometimes fall that leads to depression and feelings of failure and worthlessness), and the guilt
of how we must live our lives correctly. We have endless things to accomplish and success to
achieve.
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Then, in the church, you get a title, and from it, you feel you are expected to be someone who
has it together, know God, love God, and do not go through the craziness of life. Church
becomes work, and activities become burdensome. Pastors begin to look as if they are slave
drivers demanding that work must be done.
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The truth -- no work needs to be done — because of what God has done, even if we stood still
and did nothing, we are still fully loved and accepted just as we are, and we don’t need to do
anything! The most important thing is for us to be in a relationship with God (The reason we do
“work” in the church is solely to be a result of the overflow of our hearts from the abundant
grace that we have received; it is to take part in the Great Commandment (Matthew 28:16-20)
out of that grace we have received through our lives (our works). Relationship with God is
something we forsake due to our busy lives -- and because we forsake Him, our service for
others becomes overwhelming.
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It is as we receive the love of God (not from our works, but from our rest in Him) that we are
moved to do things for the sake of others; because we are so overjoyed with what He is doing,
that we act as He guides us. It is not work, but rather, a joy to serve and be obedient to His
calling.
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So, | want to open up to our leadership to let things go before Him. All your heavy burdens and
weighty loads -- and if you feel leadership tasks are work at this time, you can let me know
individually to take you off your tasks for a while -- | certainly want you to be restored, and in a
good, deep relationship with God before taking on any activities.
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We need people who are able to hear what God is telling us, and moving because it is what we
have heard -- not people who are ready to do more work, find burn out, be discouraged and
frustrated because we are leaning on works, not grace. We have the Gospel of grace.
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Stay Strong! SILjA| Q.1

In Love of Jesus,
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